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The Fitzsimon File: 

The scandalous special sessions that subvert our democracy 

By Chris Fitzsimon 

The General Assembly will convene a special session next week but most people in North Carolina, including 
the vast majority of the members of House and Senate, have no idea what legislation they will consider while 
they are in town. 

Last week lawmakers met in a one-day special session supposedly to consider overriding a series of vetoes by 
Governor Roy Cooper. That was the stated purpose anyway. 

But a number of lawmakers didn’t make the session so votes on the vetoes were delayed and instead the 
House and Senate considered a series of bills, including one that would make it far more difficult to enact new 
environmental or workplace safety regulations no matter how desperately they are needed. 

That highly controversial bill could affect the safety of every community in North Carolina but virtually no one 
knew it was coming. It was not listed on the House or Senate calendars for the day. 

No committee meetings were held to discuss it or another anti-environment bill making the rounds in the corner 
offices of the Legislative Building, out of public view. The legislation just popped up that morning as a new 
version of a conference report. 

The Senate passed it but the House balked at the last minute so the dangerous bill remains in limbo. Senate 
President Pro Tern Phil Berger says it is still alive, which means it could come up at any time with no notice, no 
chance for people affected by the handcuffs on environmental protections to have their say. [Readmore ...] 

Progressive Pulse: 

• Governor challenging parts of budget in expanded, ongoing lawsuit against legislative leaders 

• DEQ, DHHS reveal their $2.5 million emergency budget request to address GenX, contaminants in 

drinking water 

• Who died, when and where in NC county jails 

• DEQ hosts more public listening sessions on Atlantic Coast Pipeline: new FERC members bode ill for 

opponents 

• NC paramedic recounts stories from front line of heroin epidemic 

Daily Radio Commentary: 
















• A golden opportunity to restore sanity in today's political debate 

Daily News: 

• Trump Warns North Korea of ‘Fire and Fury’ if Threatened 

The New York Times 

• Trump threatens North Korea with 'fire and fury like the world has never seen' 

LA Times 

• Trump, Cooper hold strong positions on Atlantic drilling. Now NC residents are weighing in. 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• NC's Medicaid reform oversight plan includes more focus on opioid addiction 

Winston Salem Journal 

• DEQ, DHHS seek $2.6M to monitor, study GenX 

WRAL.com 

• Cooper again sues to defend powers, challenges legislature 

WRAL.com 

• Cooper: Parts of NC’s budget for education, environment are unconstitutional 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Here’s how much the GOP’s redistricting consultant is getting paid 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Agencies seek money for water quality due to GenX discharge 

WRAL.com 

• Drilling Opponents Dominate Public Hearing 

Coastal Review Online 

• Citizens board reviews North Carolina police shooting 

WRAL.com 

• Blue Cross Blue Shield picks federal agency executive as CEO 

WRAL.com 

• Wearing IDs would be a must for county students under new proposal 

Greensboro News & Record 

• Changes Could Make ACA Signups in Charlotte More Challenging 

North Carolina Health News 


Daily Editorials: 

• NC health care, among worst in nation, is feeling poorly 

Raleigh News & Observer 

• Ideological feud ignores student needs, damages UNC 

WRAL.com 

• Susan Ladd: Immigration policy is another example of President Trump's anti-family agenda 

Greensboro News & Record 

• Our view: Workplace safety 

Winston Salem Journal 


Our work is supported by readers like you. 

Help us to continue expanding our aggressive reporting and thoughtful 
commentaries. Make a tax-deductible financial contribution today! 


Donate 


Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: To get regular updates from NC Policy Watch, you can now follow us on Facebook and Twitter . 




























Join the policy debate at The Progressive Pulse blog. 
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